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ADVERTISEMENT. 


' of Martin Booth, John Dilly, and John Wilkie, 
may be had, Price only Two Shilli ings, ſewed, 


# ener containing 240 Pages GA 5 
THE | 
LE A D I N G SENTIMENTS 2 
8 I's. oy Tay x 
PEOPLE called A 
| E X AM IN E P, 
As they are ſtated in Mr: RoBERT BARCLAY's 
Arolod v; withan ANSWER to what Mr. PRI S 
3 has advanced for the Defence of them, in his 
E ' OBSERVATIONS UPON AN EPISTLE TO THE 
a AUTHOR oF A LETTER To DR. ForMErY. N 
By S. NEWTON, of Now ren. 22 


| Take heed, therefore, that the Light which is in tier le 
+ 4 | not Darkneſs. Luke xi. 35. | af 


Try the Spirits whether they be of God. © 
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= To be had of Mann Koen, Bookſeller, nb. 8 
a | Market-Place, Norwich. 5 


. The Hiſtory of Kett's Rebellion in Norwich ane 
Bt: Norſolk. Price 6d— King's Plan, of! Norwich, on 
tuo Elephant Sheets of Paper, finely engraved, or- = 
namented with the public Buildings, Price 3s. ' . » 
"King's ſmall Plan of Norwich, on one large Sheet, = 
Price 18. —Corbridge's Maps of Norfolk and Suf- _ 
A yp folk, with circular Meridian Eines, neatly engraved T 
N 2 coloured, 18. 6 d. each— The Hiſt of the 
City and County of Norwich, with many Plates, in 
3 one Volume large Octavo, gs. ſewed— Various Maps | 
and Views of Norwich—Redenhall Church, the _ 
=”. Geometrical View of it, finely engraved, Price 15— © 
n With every Arti cle in the” ookſelling, Stationary, | 
and Printſelling Branches—Ready Money for any. + 
3 Library or Parcel of Books, or Books exchanged; | 
=: Books ma 9 0 NN 
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| \ BOUT ſeven years ago, it happened, 


* ſation, with a perſon, who had for 

a confiderable time attended at our place of 
worſhip, concerning the Quakers principles, 
as they are ſtated and defended in the Apolo- 


adopted; and they were ſo cordially received 
by him, that he conformed to their mode of 


with them, believing them to come nearer the 
primitive Chriſtians than any other' modern 


ſect. After we had debated the matter with 
N B great 


5 anne $445 


A that I fell upon ſome religious conver- 


gy of Robert Barclay. Theſe he had then 


ſpeech and dreſs, and ſeriouſly worſhipped 


great freedom, he told me to this effect, Tb 
he was not ſo well qualified to talk with me 
as ſome others, but that if I would hear what : 
could be ſaid for Qua keriſm, he ſhould be # 
glad if I would converſe with certain perſons . 
of his acquaintance. I had no objection to it, 
ſaying at the ſame time, That if eker 
appeared to me the religion of Jeſus, I would 
embrace it without any heſitation. 
The reſult of the conference with him and 
his friends was, that he gave up Barclay and 
I believe turned you Sceptic. They ſaid io 
h6wever, That Barclay's Apology was a 


book, that yet remained unanſwered. I tod 
them, that it appeared to me, he was to be 
fairly confuted upon the principles of Scrip- 
ture and common ſenſe. They ſaid, why 
don't you anſwer him then? I replied, There 
was no public occaſion for the controverſy, 
but if there were, 1 ſhould have no objection 
to publiſh ſome thoughts upon the ſubjeR. 
When the letter to Doctor Formey came out, 
| and the Author of it, had given a challenge 
8 to the world, one who had heard of our con- 
1 verſation told me, Now was the time for me 
E to deliver my thoughts upon the Apology. - 
"7 Accordingly I addrefled my firſt. letter to 
that Gentleman. But Mr. Phipps, from a 
conſciouſneſs, I apprehend, of his being able 
to anſwer it, and perhaps a fondneſs to ap- 
pear in public, takes up the controverſy, and 
hk with a cee magiſterial air, writes his Ol. 
1 | 7 ſervation: 


15 ee : I; uch . See to me, ö 


more ſeverity. than argument, a ſtronger diſ- 
© poſition to render his opponent. contemptible, 


than to give, the ſubje& a fair and impartial 
dearing. Being ſenfible that he had detected 


me in one or two improprieties of expreſſion 
upon the queſtions, in debate, I readily ac- 
knowledged them; but at the ſame time ſaw. 
nothing in his obſervations, that either took. 


off — force of my attack upon Barclay, or 
| drove me from the ground I had choſen for 


marking out the inconſiſtencies and errors of 


bhbat the Apologiſt calls his Sytem. I there 


fore, in my laſt publication, kept to the plan, 
Lat firſt adopted, and incorporated into my 
Pamphlet every thing that was there advanced, 
which appeared to me in point, and which Mr. 


P. had by no means invalidated. 


Upon this, with the aſſiſtance of 8 
Gemlemen, he publiſhes his original and pre- 


[ent ſtate of man conſidered, and devotes the 
latter part of his book to ſome curſory animad- 


verſions upon mine. Now whether he has 


eſtabliſhed the | diſtinguiſhing ſentiments of 
ho apology to which I objected, and has fair 


1 confuted my arguments, muſt be left to 


e determination of the impartial Public. ** 
But be this as it may, I would refer him 


to a Pamphlet lately publiſhed by Richardſon 
and Urquart, which was written by one who 


Was once a Quaker, intitled Multum in Par va 
&. The author who is * unknown to 


me. 
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2 8 Phipps s arguments againſt my publication are 
de fective. And though the writer of it 15. 
pears to me to be a Sceptic, yet he vs 
diſcerns and proves too, fn Barclays ſyſtem 7 
unavoidably leads to predeſtination and prete- 

rition. Upon reading Mr. Phipps's gelten, 
ance, I had noted numbers of paſſages which 
this author has with great Juſtice and truth 
confidered, where Meftrs. Barclay and Phipps | 
evidently confute themſelves. I fhall there- 
fore only hint at 2 few things, which may 
appear to carry ſome plaufibility with them; 
confider whether Mr. Phipps has detected me _ i 
in what he calls a fal/i fication of the Scriptures 

or in any unfair quotations and inadvertent or 
defigned perverſions of Barclay and Fox; and 
then conclude with a [ger addreſs to tho 
Quakers. | * 

= As there is nothing in my pamphlet which 

1 ſeems more to mortify Mr. Phipps and ſome 

WV | of his Brethren, - us. my hay ſhowing, 

28 that the doEtrine of the Apologiſt Wavelab 
leads to predeſtination, he begins his tenth 
Chapter with a vain attempt to reſcue it from 
any ſuch conſequence. I ſay vam attempt, 
for it is moſt manifeſt he is greatly perplexed. 

How does he ſhuffle and evade, atgue for- 
ward and backward, ſtriving and labouring 

ſo to illuſtrate the ſubjeR; as to- get clear of | 
what he me the r en n bur 
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"all i IN as will appear froth the fol 
lowing obſervations. 

If a yy be paſſive, it is conſtantly aſſerted 
by the Apologiſt and his defender, that the 
| 2 light within wilt fave him. Note this firſt 
| ſtep'of being paſſive is the ſole production of 
the grace or Spirit of God; for Mr. Phipps 
ſaith, man cannot fet one 2 le gle fep towards 
| his ſalvation without the aſſiſtance of the 
Grace of God, as the firſt moving, and conti- 
nuall enabling cauſe, both of the will and 
the dad. So that thoagh palſi veneſs is the 
beginning of the work, he is erer N 
| to it! by virtue of the Holy Ghoſt.“ P. 
In divers other places of his book, he 
alſo ſaid the ſtrongeſt things of the total — 
bility of man to do any thing towards his own 
I — without the divine aſſiſtanec. To 
mention but one paſſage. We are all, ſays 


we cumot by any means obtain it for ourſe elves. 
| t is not of mans acquirement but God's commu- 
nication; and as far out of the reach of the 
moſtt learned as of the moſt illiterate.” P. 58. 
Upon his own prineiples of reaſon thei is 
any man to be blamed for not Foſfeſſing, 
what, he could by no means obtain  - 
1 But I . the reader to look back to the 
rmer ge quoted from Mr. Phipps: 
Then le bm atk, whether every man that is 
- diſpoſe by the ' affiftance of the Grace of 
God to be paſſive, will not in fact be fo? 
3 10 — 


he, by nature ſtrangers to the divine life, and 


Spirit, has not ſo far aſſiſted ſome as it has 


many paſſages appear to do, mu 


Surely Aer] men are e dif poſed to to, with 
in the compaſs of their natural power; ey, 
evermore do, unleſs Mr. Phipps means to uſec 
the word -p18PostD here for INDISPOSED 
. which would be a vile abuſe of terms. & 
Since then numbers of mankind are not thus 
dil, poſed to be paſſive, which is manifeſt to.a de- 
monſtration from their. not being ſo and acknow- | 
ledged, by Barclay; it unavoidably follows, that + 
it is 8 the Grace of God or virtue of the 


others. The former could not of reer 
by any means take this firſt ſtep of being pa- 
ſive, without being previouſly. diſ poſed to it * \ 
virtue of the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe therefore 
are paſſed by, and the other are choſen. Here 
then is Sovereign Grace manifeſted to ſome, 
and partial preterition diſplayed towards 
others} Behold reader, the Barbarous doc- 
trine of predeſtination with all the borrid 
forms, in which Mr. Phipps has painted it, ne- 
ceflarily ariſing from his own ſentiments and 
thoſe of the Apologiſt and ſtaring him full in 
the face! For it muſt. be evident to every 
thinking perſon, that God does nothing in 
time, as he was ever omniſcient, that he did 
not determine to do from all eternity 
The firſt turning point of ſalvation, muſt | 
either be in the degenerate loſt creature, or 
in the Grace of God; whoever places it in the | 
latter, as Mr. Phipps and the Apologiſt in 
Kol necel. 
ſary 


0,48 +3 ET 


fary conſequence be a predeflinarian- or 
” ſhamefully inconfiſtent. I appeal t0' every 

man of ſenſe and reflection for the-truth of 
theſe concluſions. There 1s not a demonſtra- 

tion in Euclid more clear. 

But in other places Mr. Phipps cridetidy - 
contradicts, what is above mentioned of the 
Grace of God or virtue of the Spirit, which he 
afſerts is the firſt Mover and ſole enabling 
cauſe in mans ſalvation. For he not only 
ſays, in one place, © 80 I apprehend, the 
_— Spirit operates differently upon different 

' perſons, by reaſon of their different ſtates and 
diſpoſitions to receive its influences,” but page 
98 writes as follows, That ſome obey and 
others refuſe obedience to the manifeſtations 
of divine grace, is certainly true, and we be- 

lieve the cauſe of this difference is not of God 
but entirely owing to the man.“ 

If chen Mr. Phipps has obeyed the mani- 
feſtations of divine grace within him, it is ow- 
ing to the man; and If I have refuſed to obey 
them, it is owing to the man; the cauſe of this 

difference between us, is not to be aſcribed 

to his having been enabled to take this firſt 
ſtep towards ſalvation. He was in a better 
ſtate than I, or his mind better diſpoſed than 
mine, but not by the virtue of the Spirit, be- 
cauſe then, it would not have been owing to 

the man. . 

Alas, Alas, poor Gentleman! he is here got 

into a Labyrinth. He tries to extricate him- 


ſelf, 
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but in vain! en' ne gets to one | 


of it, he finds himſelf quite ſtuck faſt for a 
time in the briars and thorns of Calyiniſm; 


then ſcratched and mortified he creeps out, 


runs back to another part of it, and next we 


behold him entraped in the ſnare of Armini- © | 


aniſm ! | 
He has undertaken to confute Mr. J. Ed- 


 wards's book upon the freedom of the will, 


but I am forry to ſay it, without either 
underſtanding the ſubject matter of the trea- 
tiſe, or even the terms, as they are ufed by the 
author and other moral writers. For he all 
along ſuppoſes, moral incapacity or inability 


renders' the tranſgreſſor excuſable ; and that 


wherever there is a certainty between moral 
cauſes and effects, the man cannot be ac- 


cCountable. I do not aſcribe this to a want of 


natural capacity in my opponent, but to his 
being unacquainted with theſe ſubjects. But 
if he yill impartially examine the matter, he 


will ſoon be convinced, that moral inahility 


muſt neceſſarily ſubſiſt, whenever any ration- 
al creature tranſgreſſes the command of his 
Maker. It conſiſts in a want of will or incli- 
nation to do his duty. And wherever there 


is any ſin committed, there is this moral ina- 
bility. It is therefore a vice in itſelf, and to 
make it an excuſe for the ſinner, would be 


to baniſh all guilt from tranſgrefling men and 
fallen Angals, 2, 
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After Mr. Phipps has propoſed à [ſtrange 
=. queſtion, with all the ſtrong terms which are 
applied to natural bodies, p. 104, about the 

© freedom of the will, he writes, “ No, it is 
anſwered, in temporal matters che mind has 
a. liberty of choice.“ Who makes this an- 
ſwer? Not I. Not Mr. Edwards. We be- 
lieve the mind has as much liberty of choice 
in ſpirituals as in temporals. This amongſt 
many other particulars, leads me to think, 
that my friend has undertaken to criticize upon 
a book, which he has never attentively pe- 

ruſed, or at leaſt never underſtooc. 

In the former page he goes on thus To 
aſſert that a perſon may be juſtly puniſhed 
for being what he is ob/iged to be, or doing 
what he is inevitably forced to do by his Mak- 
er, may paſs upon blind  inconfiderate people 
for myſtery, but to others it muſt appear a 
manifeſt abſurdity, and a moſt daring. one 
hen attributed to the eternal fountain of all 
truth and juſtice, a reproach to him, and 
blaſphemy againſt him.“ Granted. But 
none, who have ever read Mr. Edwards's 
bock and underſtood. it, or that are acquaint- 
ed with my ſentiments, will aſcribe any ſuch 
opinions to us. There may poſſibly be in- 
deed, ſome blind inconſiderate people among 
the quakers, who never read any , books but 
thoſe of their own party, and are very fond 
of myſtery, that might have believed this of 
us Fron Mr. Phipps's teſtimony; but it is to 
be hoped, the candid _ general, have form- 

1 . ed 
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OP 88 a different opinion af our- writings. Thus "439 
much I can ſay of Mr. Edwards, chat he was 

a man of true piety and real virtue, and that 
he charged * the guilt of all his ſins upon 


himſelf, and imputed them no more to God, 
than Mr. Phipps or Mr. Barclay. He was 

of the ſame opinion with the former Gentle- 
man, That God's ſuffering men to fin, was 


not cauſing them to fin. ' The divine Being 


was no further the cauſe of it, in Mr. Ed- 


ward's opinion (as I underſtand him) or mine, 
than by his not ordering the circumſtances of 


things ſo (which he might have done, had it 
ſeemed good in his fight) as to have prevent- 
ed it, though he knew if he did not it would 


certainly and infallibly follow. And can Mr. 


Phipps or any man deny this, without calling 
in queſtion the ene and omnipotency 
of Deity? 

This gentleman is very fond of giving his 
opponent, and thoſe that differ from him up- 
on this ſubject, the Appellation of Chriſtian 
Fatalifts. I rather ſuſpect that he holds the 
ſame contingent doctrine for which the Epi- 
cureans contended. And if ſo, he is a fataliſt in 
the worſt ſenſe. If he means by Fate, that 
plan of truth and rectitude in the divine 
mind, from whence the Almighty can never 


depart i in his government of the univerſe, the 


neceſſary obſervance of which is the Glory of 
his nature, we have no objection to the term. 
But if he intends by it a blind uncauſed contin- 
gency, he muſt take the epithet to hiimſelf, 
y belongs not to us. Page 3 


* 10 1 te goes on 1 an fey we DOE 


| ts . bat he (the all- powerful Controller of circum- 


ſtances and events) placeth Good and evil, 
life and death before men, as the ſacred re- 
cords teſtify, and calleth them repeatedly to 
chuſe life and Good, and yet that he does 
not enable them fo to do?” Yes. Becauſe they 
do not chuſe it, it is plain they are indiſpoſ- 
e for it, averſe to it, and conſequently not 
enabled. When Life and Death, Good and 
Evil are ſet before perſons, if they do actu- 
ally prefer the latter, whatever natural abili- 
ties God has given them, it is moſt evident, 
they have not a moral ability or diſpoſition 
for chuſing life or doing Good. 

Chapter. XI. Mr. Phipps has ſeveral curious 
remarks upon my obſerving, that the Quak- 
ers hold a ſuppoſed ſaving influence. of the 
Spirit without the inſtrumentality of the Scrip- 
tures, and then reaſons in his uſual declama- 
tory way, demanding of me to prove, where 
the Scripture aſſerts any ſuch thing. But he 
ſhould have remembered, it was incumbent 
on him to prove that the Quakers have this 
ſaving influence. By the inſtrumentality of the 
Scriptures, I underſtand, as the main drift of 
my Pamphlet manifeſts, ideas of religion re- 
ceived from the written revelation of God, 
either immediately from à perſon's own 
peruſal of it, or from the . or writings 
of thoſe, who, have received their ſentiments 
from thence. And what he had to do to ſup- 

port. his cauſe, was to produce inſtances of 
Fer perſons 
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Peiſons 18050 the teligion of he New fe 
tament in theſe later ages without thoſe means 
of information. But he knows; he is unable 
to do this, and therefore ſhould generouſly 
acknowledge, that he has adopted a religious 

yſtem which is contrary to univerſal experi- 
Ines and fact. 

Io invalidate the füffriehe) * the Scrip- 
tures, as being the perfect ftandard of faith 
and practice, he remarks page 134, that 
the ſame Scripture truths appear as differently | 
to each perſon as their underſtandlings differ 
from one another.” To which it is anſwered, 
the diQates of the Spirit within, appear as dif- 
ferently to each perſon as their underſtand- 

ings differ from one another. This is verified 
by the facts adduced in my former reply to 
Mr. Phipps. - 

When! iroduced p page 10, the different — 
timonies of the Spirit in the Founders of the 
Muggletonians, and William Penn and his 
Brethren, as an illuſtration of the above re- 
mark, Mr. Phipps replies,“ This fhews, that 
the pretenſions of boch parties could not be 
right, but not that neither of them could be 
fo.” Very well does it any more follow 


J I = PS — 


then, that the learned A and B which he re- : 


JW: P. 132 Jas differing and jangling about 
he ſenſe of Scrip ture, muſt both be wrong? 
Or can Mr. Phip argue from the different 
opinions of Mankind about the truth of the 
written revelation, chat it has therefore : no de- 
terminate and preciſe meaning? 295 7 

| 0 


85 2 his l 8 Are > the 
innumerable claſhings and Janglings of the ſe- 
rious pretenders to immediate inſpiration, a 
proof of the unity of their ſentiments, and hat 
© the light or ſuppoſed ſpirit within, is a better 
ſtandard of faith and practice, than the writs 
ten revelation of God? If fo, Jiſcord may be 
a proof of harmony, and i of | _ 
ment. 
P. 118, Mi. 8 has et A 
liſt of kx Phipps cas prof and - hag 
the Reformers to prove, that the Holy Spirit 
was indiſpenſibly neceffary to underſtand” the 
Scriptures. And who! een it? Not iy 55 
n 8 
But did theſs eminent” — ED me 10 
to aſk, ſuppoſe or maintain, that the Spirit 
cver communicated the true ſenſe or import 
of the ſacred volume in theſe later ages to any 
of mankind, by immediate revelation or. in- 
ſpiration, without ſome external means of in- 
formation? They evidently did not, and theſe 
| quotations will not therefore countenance. Qua» 
keriſm. If they deſign, any of them, by the 
illuminations of the Holy , Ghoſt, any thing 
different from or ſuperior to.the mind of the 
Holy Ghoſt in his written word, I beg leave to 
differ from them. For it appears to me, that 
they have neither Scripture nor reaſon, nor 


experience, nor any well a facts to 5 80 
pa ſuch an opinion. 
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been confeſſed even by certain Quakers. 


As he obſerves of Mr. Edwards, ſo. may I 


with much greater propriety ſay of him. De- 
tatchments of various texts and portions of 
Scripture, though indirect to the ſuhject, and 


alluding to very different conſiderations, have 


been preſſed, and ' marſhalled under divers 
colours, to ſupport the favourite Noſtrum of 
the Light within, or the univerſal internal im- 
mediate revelation of the Holy Ghoſt. See 
Mr. Phipps's Publication page 188. But a 
due attention to each of theſe paſſages, will 
convince:eyery unprejudiced reader, that ſome 
of them refer, not at all to the Holy Spirit, but 
to the Spirit and ſenſe of the Goſpel in oppoſi- 


tion to the dark and typical diſpenſation of 


the Moſaic law, and ſome to the Spirit or 


temper of Chriſtians. And it is moſt manifeſt 
beyond all controverſy, that every verſe, 
which actually does ſpeak of the Spirit of 


God, is addreſſed to, or ſpoken of them, 


who had received it by the report of the Apo- 


| ſtolic Faith or Goſpel. But do we deny, that 


all who are influenced by the Faith of Jeſus 


are 
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= are ſavingly influenced by the Spirit of God? 
It is their privilege, their peculiar bleſſing; and 
| guided, and aſſiſted by him to the 
end of life, is their conſtant prayer. Unleſs 
© however theſe paſſages were applied to per- 
ſons who never had heard from men, any 
> thing about the religion of Jeſus, they will 
not in the leaſt ſerve the decaying cauſe of 
my opponent and the Apologiſt; nay, they 


8 0 be led, 


moſt undoubtedly tend to overthrow it. | 
Page 173. Mr. Phipps begins a profound 
diſſertation upon Objective and Subjective re- 


this diſtinction, he obſerves, that the ſo 
man has not only the faculty of cogitation, by 
which it ordinarily thinks, unites, divides, 
compares or forms ideas, but alſo a ATEN 
POWER of internal ſenſation, or of perceiving 
ſpiritual objects by an inward and ſpiritual 
ſenſe, when preſented through a proper me- 
dium, which till the beams of divine light 
ſhine upon it, it muſt be as totally unacquaint- 
ed with, as the child in its mothers womb is 
with its faculties of fight and hearing.“ 


velation.“ In order to ſhow the a of 
of 


- * Upon the footing of this curious obſerva- 
tion, he ſays, © divine light is the ſubject of 


inward ſenſation, and is not to be communi- 
cated from one to another by reaſoning, or 

verbal deſcription.” For he adds; © ſhould 
any perſon give the moſt clear and lively deſ- 


cription poſfible of the light of the Sun, to a 


man blind from his birth, it would only be 
communicating an ideal notion of the light, 
l but 


* 
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\ſubjeFtive . concerning the light to 
him, but not an objeFFroe one of the iSd lr 
8 
be mender will pleaſe to obſerve, this is 
a piece of Mr. Phipps's Philoſophy or divi- 
nity, which he brings no proof for, either 
from revelation or reaſon. He thinks his 
\OWN authority together with that of Barclay's 
ſufficient. to atteſt it. I cannot pretend to 
ſay what he has experienced, but I muſt ſe- 
riouſly confeſs, it appears to me wretched 
philoſophy and worſe divinity. © * | 
It would not be amiſs for him to examine 
this internal ſenſations with impartiality, in the 
emen of an omniſcient God, that he may 
ow whether he has not taken up with a 
notion, which is contrary to experience and 
fact. But it will be beſt for me to be 0 
upon this head, becauſe it is moſt likely, I 
ſhall be told, that my latent power of inter- 
nal ſenſation has- never. yet been excited or 
opened, and that therefore I am blind and 
unable to judge upon the ſubject. Be that as 
it may, according to my preſent views, I ſe- | 
riouſly think, that when a. perſon is driven to 
- ſuch a mean ſubterfuge, to defend his reli- 
gious ſyſtem, it aſt be. acknowledged, that - 
it 1 bas no foundation in the plain revelation of 
God, nor in the common feelings of Man- 
5 kind. 8 | 
Nov it comes out more fully, What Barclay 
meant by the Enowiddge of the Head and _ 
| n | 


1 knowledge of the Heart. I was certainly. 


right in attacking this unjuſtifiable diſtinction 
in the ſenſe in which he uſed it, whether he 
was the Author of it or note. 

A latent power of internal ſenſation differ- 
ent from that internal principle by which we 
divide and compare Ideas Oh vain philoſo- 
phy, how haſt thou debaſed the ſimple and 


plain religion of Jeſus! What an Inlet what 


a floodgate to all manner of Enthuſiaſm, is 


this refined F ancy of the Quakers! But rea- 


der, ſtay, and examine thylelf a little. Haſt 
thou ever felt this latent power of internal 
ſenſation exerciſed? Never attempt to read 


the Scriptures, till thou findeſt it opening. 


They will be like the ſun- dial, nihil fine hoc 
lumine, or x bare letter, an uncertain, un- 


profitable, dumb, dead thing to thee. . They 


are not intended for the Holy Spirit to con- 


vince thy common rational principle by, not- 
withſtanding the light and power of the truth 
they contain. This is not in itſelf effectual 
for thy hope—this has nothing in it to furniſh 


thee with motives for Holy action. It con- 


tains no Goſpel, nothing gladdening and joy- 


I _ ous for thy guilty and ſuſpicious mind, unleſs 


thou feeleſt thy internal latent power for ſpi- 
ritual ſenſation excited. The energy or pow- 
er that opens, excites and expands this myſti- 
cal principle, is the only Goſpel properly fo 


Doft thon..aſk, what is meant by this inter- 
nal power, that is different from the common 
Pe 5 principle 


Princi le of cogitation—how it operates—how 

thou ſhall be able to know when it begins to | 
work? I cannot telt thee. Mr. Phipps him- 
ſelf profeſſes his mability, Unleſs thou art 
fure it is already awakened and exerciſed, 
thou art blind. ke | 

It is in vain to talk with thee abour i it. Thou 
canſt no more underſtand it, than a man 
born blind can judge of the light of the Sun 
when clearly deferibed to hirn. At preſent 


thou canſt only enjoy Suljective, not ebe 
revelation. 


1 would next confider a few ot he” rinci- 
pal charges of Mr. Phipps againſt me, for miſ- 


repreſenting or fal/ifymg we are d and ill 
treating George Fox. 


Page 217 he accuſes me with baſely alter- 
ing the original text, with an unwarrantable 
freedom in falfifying i it, and pours out a vol- 
ley of ſtrange epithets upon me, as if I had 
been guilty of a pious fraud. But J refer to 
my book p. 18r. There it will appear moſt 
evident, that I do not alter the original, but 
only ſay, * it ſignifies much the ſame as if it 
was Ex uu, in you, among you, in the 
3 of you, or I may add, © preſent with 


1” And I could now produce a number 
of reſpectable Critics, who confider it in the 


fame light. It is Mr. Phipps then that falſi- 
fies me, and not I the Scriptures. 

Suppoſing it muſt be tranſlate <intus” with 
in, as the original expreſſion uſually ! is in the 
8 it does not, it t cannot fighify, whit 


the 
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2 the Quakers would underſtand by it. Here I ; | 


refer bim and his aſſiſtants, to the note of 
Beza upon this text, whoſe authority they 
ſeem to reſpect.— Haec videtur eſſe emphaſis, 
ut fignificetur, Meſſiam ita apud eos eſſe ut mi- 
mime lateat, ſed in medio verſetur, omnium con- 
ſpectui expoſitus, ut loquitur Johannes 1. 27. 
Vel fortaſſis ita declaratur, eos non modo pro- 
pinguum, ſed intus etiam, id eft domi ſuae, Meſ- 
ſiam habere— Luke 17, 21. Ea 
_ ReſpeRting 2 Tim. 3. 17. I obſerved that 
Paul afſerted, that the Scriptures were able to 
make a perſon wiſe unto 5 Dv6 who was 
not ſa before. Mr. Phipps ſays, that he was 
only ſpeaking to Timothy. Granted. But it 
ſeems to me very plain from his manner of 
addreſs, that there was a time when he was 
not ; wiſe unto ſalvation. In this ſtate, Mr. 
_ Phipps ſuppoſes as well as the Apologiſt, that 
all men are by nature. And why ſhould not 
the Scriptures be as able, if the Spitit of God 
leads them to attend to them with impartiality, 
to do that for other degenerate men as well as 
Timothy? Did I affert any thing more than 
the Pſalmiſt has done, when he ſays, * The 
Law of the Lord is perfect converting the 
foul?” To ſuppoſe this is an „ internal law” 
and not the inſpired writings of Moſes and 
other Holy men of God, is a fancy of ſo latc 
a date, that it deſerves not a ſerious confuta- 
tion. | 

Upon deliberate reflection, I cannot recol- 
lect any more paſſages of Scripture, upon 
dats rey | N which 


Which he his advanced any thing ſufclenty 
C. 0oygent, againſt my interpretation 5 them, oy 8 
deferve an anſwer, 22 

However the impartial reader, -who com- 
pares our performances together and judges 
of them by the perfect ſtandard of the New 
Teſtament, will J preſume find my Friend 
Mr. Phipps quoting and explaining many 
texts, in a ſenſe, totally different from their 
evident and real meaning 

That which I have oblerved: and, 1 think. 
clearly proved, concerning the nature of the 
Goſpel, particularly, I can clearly ſee, affects 
him and his brethren ; and till they can evi- 
dently evince to us, that what the Apoſtles 
received by divine revelation; what they 

preached, what they have written, concern- 
ing Jeſus Chriſt, is not the Goſpel, and not 
he power oſ Gd unto Salvation to every one 
that believes, Quakeriſm muſt appear to every 
impartial perſon, a modern invention, and a 
groſs perverſion of the facred writings. 

It would have been no wonder, if through 
inadvertency, in ſo long a work, I had miſ- 
quoted the Apo or George Fox. But I 
don't find any inſtances produced by my op- 
ponent, wherein he has juſtly charged me with 
any material miſtakes of this kind. The paſ- 
ſage I quoted from Fox's Great Myſtery, was 
not taken from T. Hicks, as Mr. Phipps aſ- 

ſerts, for I never read any of his works. I 
had it from ſuch an Authority, that he muſt 
excuſe me, if I think it true, till am folly 

certified 
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8 cerca,” it is not in "he: irt edition f that 


book. Does not Mr. Phipps know that his 


Brethren uſed a little pious fraud, in akering 


- ſome in later editions? 

N I have written about George 
Fox, I verily think to be juſt; and I am not 
conſcious, of, any deſigned perverſion of his 
meaning, or Barclay's. My quotations are, I 
think, upon the whole exact, and 1 refer to 
originals, or if not, mention upon what au- 
r- Tadvance any thing. 

Poſſibly there might 'be ſome mitake in 
numbers, as the printer has erred with reſpect 
to a few Hebrew and Greek words, and re- 
ferences to paſſages in my own book, not 
confidering that the manuſcript was different- 
ly paged: But theſe errata the attentive and 
candid reader can eafily correct. Mr. Phipps 
does not appear to have met with any diffi- 
culties upon theſe particulars, or to have de- 
tected me in any conſiderable defects. 

I cannot forbear taking notice of the follow- 
ing queſtion which Mr. Phipps propoſes. Is 
not, fays he, John's Greek as ordinary as 
George Fox's Engliſh?” No,—it will bear no 
manner of compariſon. "Witneſs Geort ge's 
laſt will and Teſtament. Though John's 
Greek is not as pure as ſome Seri of the 
Apoſtolic writers, there is a fimplicity, per- 

ſpicuity and even dignity in his ſtyle, which is 
incxpreflibly more becoming an inſpired man, 
than any thing that ever was written by 


9 Gcorge 
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= George Fox, thou conedel by his m re * 
Would any "So. 'of common g =". — 
was not biaſſed by party inne and at all 
adventures determined to ſerve à cauſe, be 
ſo inconſiderate and unguarded, as to aſſert 
With Mr. Phipps, OD not in the very 
words yet in effect and reality, P. 204, That 
| becauſe the Goſpel which Paul preached, was 
mh not of man, nor received from man, bur by 
\\| the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, that therefore it 
da nothing. leſs nor more than the. MopDE or 
uh. MANNER of its 3 revealed, not the thing 
=—_ revealed not that which P aul preached? 
| Mr. Phipps likewiſe all along ſeems to take 
* it for granted, that he has the ſenſible influ- 
ml ence of the Spirit, but that Jam deſtitute of 
b | t., and ſeems frequently to infinuate, that ] 
11 neither believe in nor depend upon it. As 
my declaring what I think of my religious ex- 
5 perience and the preſence of G God with my 
| > __ taul could be no — argument with any 
* ſenſible inquirer after truth, I think it moſt 
=» prudent and more modeſt, to refer my rea- 
duers to the mind of the Spirit in his written 
word, which if they really experience, I can 
aſſure them thus much, they will have no 
nM - doubt but they are led, guided, taught and 
| comforted by the Holy Spirit. For they will, 
| as the Apoſtle John: ſays, Eno that they wy 
of God, becauſe they hear and obey 
woo and thoſe of his inſpired — 
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* 1 ate: owledge with Mr. «. Phippk «that the 
Nara man underſtandeth not the things of 
the ſpirit of God) for they are fooliſhneſs unto 
Him 1 Corinth. 2. 14. But What are the 
- things 5f the Spirit? 
Iam as fully perſuaded, as Tam 1 
own exiſtence, that they are © all thoſe 
of that life,” which the Apoſtles declared to 
the people i in the temple by the order of the 
Angel; Acts 5. 20. nch were doubtleſs the 
ſame that Peter delivered Acts the ſecond; 
and the Tame for ſubſtance that the Apoftles 
ſpoke, whenever they proclaimed the goſpel 
| to JeworGentile. Theſe, a finner could not, 
then, and cannot now underftand and believe, 
without finding them good news from his of- 
fended Maker to his guilty conſcience—with- 
out 8 and greatly rejoced— 
without ming fſpiritual——without living 
forthwith to God. The grace or favour of the 
Deity held forth in them to Rebe“ ſinners, will 
eech teach every man, that receives then 
in their juſt and full import, to deny ung 
lineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
Tighteonſly and godly. Theſe are the t 
which were revealed by the Spirit to Paul, the 
things which he preached ; the wiſdom of God 
in a myſtery, even the hidden wiſdom, which 
God ordained before the world, which none 
of the princes of this world knew, for had they 


known it, they would not have crucifred the 
Lord oe Glory. 
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But Mr. Phipps, ks all the true; diſci lex 


of Barclay, thinks diſferently. They conſider 


this Goſpel which the Apoſtles preached and 
have clearly deſcribed by words under the im- 
mediate influence of = Holy Ghoſt, not to 
be the things of the Spirit, not to be the pow- 
er of God unto ſalvation to every one that 
believeth, but a dead letter, that has no more 


in it to comfort and purify the guilty and 


lluted heart of a ſinner, though he be ena- 
led to underſtand and believe it in its true 


ſenſe, than the words of a mere Romance or 


anti uated Almanack. ., . 
heir things of the Spirit are not to ö be 


clearly repreſented even by the language ot 


the Holy Ghoſt; they are only the myſtical 
properties of a certain undeſcribable ſomething, 
which lies hid within them like the inexpli- 
cable power of attraction in the Loadſtone. 
And even this compariſon will not properly 
apply to their principle, ſince the power of 


the Loadſtone acts regularly and. uniformly ; 4 
but the light within them, is as various in its 


effects and operations, in different perſons, as 


their different capacities, diſpoſitions and cir- 
cumſtances in life. 


Jo a natural man, whether he thinks him- 5 


ſelf under the influence of the Deity, and that 


he knows, enough of true religon (as the 
Scribes and Phariſees and fome of the Grecian 


and Roman Philoſophers. preſumed. to think 


of themſelves) or whether he does not, thoſe 


things of the Spirit will appear fooliſhneſs, 


which 


2 e + 


© which wo 2poflles declared 2 a once — 
but then exalted Saviour, proclaiming forgive- 
neſs of ſins to men of all characters, Who be- 
lieved their teſtimony, concerning the dignity 
of his perſon and the perfection of his work. 
He cannot know them becaufe they are 

* ſpiritually diſcerned.” | 

In the apoſtle's time, the Jew was for Weis 
of them by his corrupt notions of the religion 
of Moſes, and the learned Grecians and Ro- 
mans by the reſpective ſyſtems of philoſophy 
which they had-warmly efpoufed. In like 
manner, every natural man of the preſent age, 
who ever reads them, or hears them fairly 
ſtated, is for judging of them by ſome carnal, 
ſelfiſh, dangerous prejudices. But they can 
only be diſcerned-in their own divine light, 
and by the former well atteſted revelations of 
the Holy Spirit, not by any other principles, 
which philoſophers or enthuſiaſts have zea- 
louſly embraced. And though we readily ac- 
knowledge, that none of mankind underſtand 
and receive theſe things of the Spirit, but 
thoſe to whom it is given of God; yet we do 
affirm, that their inability is only or a moral 
nature, therefore culpable, or juſtly deſerving 
of puniſhment. It lies in their baſe prejudices , 
and corrupt diſpoſitions, which prevent their 
impartial examination and cordial reception of 
that, which the Spirit has revealed in — 
Proper language by the apoſtles, for the ſal- 
© vation og a e men. 

It 
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examine his principles afreſh by the words of 
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It may not be amiſs then, if I here give m 
opponent: a friendly caution, as he has often 
been kind enough to give me ſeveral. Let 


him, I beſeech him, as he regards his future 
happineſs, take care, leſt he ſhould anſwer the 
character of a natural man, by rejecting the 
kind counſel of God in the written goſpel a- 
gainſt himſelf; or by deſpiſing the import, ef- 


ficacy and glory of the things of the Spirit 


therein revealed, under the dangerous preju- 
dice, that he muſt be ſaved by a certain my- 
ſtical power or ſpirit, without the knowledge, 


belief and experience of what the apoſtles 


preached and clearly deſcribed as their goſpel 

in plain intelligible language. . 
Jam much miſtaken in my conjeQure, if it 

does not appear from his performance, that he 


has ſome ſuſpicions upon his mind, that the 
. Goſpel of George Fox and the Apologiſt, is 


not that of the Apoſtles, and that they have 
broached a ſyſtem of religion to the world, 
that cannot be fairly defended by the Bible 
and common ſenſe. If this be a groundlefs 
ſurmiſe, I aſk his pardon; but if it be not, as 


can only be known to God and his own con- 
ſcience, I would ſuggeſt to him—that he knows. . 
as well as I, the intereſts of a party, the pride 
of diſputation, the vanity of being popular a- 


mong our applauding friends, will furniſh us 
with nothing that can ſatisfy our conſciences, 


upon a death bed or at the bar of God. Let 


him not ſtifle the conviction of the truth, hut 


— 
= 1 


the inſpired ſervants of Jeſus. It will be his 
higheſt honour and greateſt glory, to be over- 
come by their teſtimony. Thus. much all who 
know it can aſſure him, that it will, if he re- 
ceives and underſtands it in its genuine import, 
lead him to think himſelf upon a level with 
other ſinners; humble his heart before God, 
by ſtripping him of phariſaical pride; enable 
him to contemplate the power, wiſdom, purity 
and majeſty of God with delight, as well as 
awful veneration ; open his heart with a man- 
ly and noble freedom—with benevolence and 
generofity towards all. mankind ; and make 
him, if not in every view a more reſpectable 
member of ſociety, yet more comfortable, 
holy and happy in his own mind, than he can 
be upon his preſent principles. 

But I now take my leave of Mr. Phipps, 
freely confeſſing to him, that if I have any ad- 
vantage in the diſpute, it is .not owing to any 

ſuperiority of ability for argument, but to the 
truth's being on my fide of the queſtion. He 
cannot, or at leaſt he ought not, to take it a- 
mils that I have addreſſed him with the ſame 
freedom as he lias done me, Honeſt men will 
be explicit upon religious ſubjects that appear 
to them intereſting and important. 
We have both tried our ſtrength, and I ſhall 
now leave the public ta judge. The field is open 
to Mr. Phipps, he may write on without any fur- 
ther interruption from me; for I have more im- 
portant concerns to take up my time and atten- 
ion than to diſpute with thoſe, whoſeem to confi- 
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der theſcriptutesonlyas an inſtrument of muſic, 
upon which they think they can play any tune, 
or to which they are diſpoſed to put any ſenſe, 
that heſt ſuits their preconceived opinions. 
Let me aſſure him, that though I have writ- 
ten with freedom and ſome meaſure of ſpirit, 
I. have no perſonal reſentment againſt him, 
no mean opinion of his abilities, and reſpe&t _ 
him, as far as I know him, as a friend to li- 
berty religious and civil, and as a good mem- 
berof ſociety, notwithſtanding I cannot in my 
confcience think, that his religion is the ſame, _ 
which the New Teſtament holds forth to man- 
kind. e 
I I now conclude with a friendly addreſs to 
the gentlemen who aſſiſted Mr. Phipps in his 
publication, and to every - conſcientious man 
among the Quakers who may read this pam- 
phlet. 555 OA e 
Gentlemen, N 5 
' You are the deſcendents of a ſet of men, 
who undoubtedly believed the religious ſenti- 
ments they profeſſed, or otherwiſe they would 
never have ſuffered ſo much rather than re- 
nounce them. But this only proves their in- 
tegrity, not the truth of their opinions. 
need not, however, inform you, that there 
have been honeſt men of all religions, who 
have ſuffered the loſs of ſubſtance, eaſe, li- 
berty, and life itſelſ, ſolemnly declaring at 
the point of death, their firm perſuaſion of the 
truth of ſuch doctrines, as neither you nor 1. 
admit to be conformable to the will of a wile, 
5 1 | gracious 
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© gracious and holy God; I really think that 
this was the true character of the firſt abettors N 
of Quakeriſm. For, if the New Teſtament 
be a revelation from the God of heayen—if it 
be exprefled in language adapted to the com- 
mon. underſtandings of mankind—if it were 
intended by the Deity to be read and inter- 
preted in its connexion, as is the caſe with all 
other writings—if its terms and alluſions are 
to be underſtood, according tg: the ſenſe in 
which they were taken by Jews and Gentiles 
in the firſt age of chriſtianity, and not by the 
- modern fancies of Philoſophers or Enthuſiaſts 
Qi it contains a faithful relation of the ſenti- 
ments, experience, religious obſervances and 
Practice: of real Chriflians, and theſe are to 
k in any proper ſenſe a pattern for. us—if the- 
holy Spirit inſtructs and teaches men by any 
means of information the ſame way of Salva- 
tion he made known to the ſaints of old—in a 
word, if the religion of Jeſus be theſame now 
that it was in the firſt century, — then, I think, I 
have proved-in my former treatiſe, whatever 
imperfections may be found in it, that Qua- 
keriſm as it ſtands in Barclay's apology, is, to 
ſay the leaſt of it, a great and dangerous per- 
verſion of genuine Chriſtian iy. 
It is my firm opinion, and I think the ob- 
ſervation muſt ſtrike you, Gentlemen, that if 
che unerring Spirit of God was now to cm- 
municate his mind and will concerning true 
religion to a poor finner, who has not an 0 
Portunity of deriving any knowledge from the 
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ritten 8 of God, it 3 os to 
bim the very ſame truths relating to Jeſus 


Chriſt and his Redemption, which the apoſtles 
preached and have accurately and plainly de- 


_ | ſeribed in their writings. And would his hope, 


think ye, ariſe, from the manner. in which 


theſe ſpiritual things were communicated to 


his mind, or from the things themſelves ? 
"Theſe, I am confident, would be his goſpel, 
and he would confider it as bearing an equal 
friendly direction towards his fellow finners a- 


round him, who were led to underſtand and 


receive it upon his teſtimony, as it did to him- 
ſelf; and when thus believed, he would ac- 
knowledge, that it will produce in them, as 


well as in himſelf, hope, peace, joy, a genu- 
irt taſte for heart-piety and univerſal holineſs, 


according to the example and heavenly pre- 
cepts of Jeſus. | 

I defire. you to confider, my friends, whe- 
ther it be more clearly revealed in the Bible— 
that there is a God—a future ſtate—and that 


chere will be an impartial Judgment, than that 


this was the light in which the Apoſtles conft- 
dered what was revealed to them by the imme- 
diate revelation of the Spirit? And can any 
thing be more clearly revealed, than that theſe: 


| 3 —— the effects, which their Goſpel produced 


upon the hearts and characters of thoſe, who 
through the bleſſing of God really believed it 
only upon their teſtimony i ? | 
Not merely verbal deſcriptions, but facts, 
in the New Teſtament, declare to us, that | 
| ſuch 
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| ; och were regenerated by the Spirit born a- 
5 tible ſeed of the word created ane in Chriſt 


Jeſus a creation of God according to the ho- 
lineſs and righteouſneſs of the truth— the call- 
ed, juſtified, adopted, ſanctified, and even 


ſaved. But how different are theſe repreſen- 
' rations of the religion of Jeſus from thoſe o 


Fox, Barclay and Mr. Phipps ? 1 

I am as firmly perſuaded as any of you can 
be, that no conſcientious perſon can approve of 
a religion which conſiſts in a belief, without 


practice; in form, without power; or in the 


obſervance of outward rites, without the ener- 
gy and fervour of the heart. But is the truth, 
which the Apoſtles declared concerning the 
character, offices, work and kingdom of Chrift, 
of ſuch a nature, as to have in itſelf (when 
known and believed) no tendency to affect the 
heart, raiſe the affections, transform the mind, 
and animate the ſoul with the love of the true 
character of God, and a hatred to whatever is 
oppoſite to it? Nothing ſurely can be reveal- 
ed by the Spirit to a perſon now, were he to 
favour any with an internal immediate revela- 


tion, that is better calculated to produce theſe 
effects, than what the Apoſtles and inſpired 


ſervants of Jeſus havc clearly expreſſed in their 
Writings. | ; 


What then can be the reaſon, Gentlemen, 
give me leave to aſk you, that you don't read 


theſe ſacred oracles in your aſſemblies, as well 
as your annual epiſtles? If you warmly, as is 


aſſerted 
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as afterwards? 
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Whilſt, Gentlemen, I thus expoſtulate with 


of the Bookſeller 
myſelf. F 
Nor is it my end in writing, to make con- 
verts to any religious body of men conſidered 
I merely as a ſcct or party. If therefore any of 
- +. you ſhould, through the bleſſing of the Al- 
mighty by the conviction of thoſe ſcripture- 
: truths which. I have advanced, be induced to 
give up the errors of Fox and Barclay, I ſhall 
obtain no other benefit from it, than the plea- 
ſing ſatisfaction of being inſtrumental of pro- 
moting the happineſs of my fellow creatures. 
Conſider ſeriouſly then, I beſeech you, whe- 
ther your hierarchy be ſo compleat and perfect 
as to need no amendment? Examine alſo fair- 
ly and conſcientiouſly, whether your ſpeakers 
of either ſex; are influenced by the ſame Spirit 
_ which infallibly directed the Apoſtles? And 
cCoolly deliberate, whether you, cannot make 
i ſomè beiter regulation with reſpect to Wee 1 
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your care, that you are not'over-awed by the 
authority, and ſeduced by the artifice and po- 


licy, of any wealthy, powerful, and overbear- 


ing Leaders or Elders? 


I ſubmit it to the judgment of your own 


conſciences, whether there may not, nay he- 
ther there frequently be not, this diſcoverable, 


in the conduct and characters of perſons, who 


are not diſtinguiſhed by any kind of clerical 
apparel ? 2 


Pardon me, if J further aſk, whether it be 


conſiſtent with the religious liberty of your ſe- 


veral ſocieties, to ſubmit all their principles, 


rules, practices, and publications, to the dic- 


tates of a few powerful leaders, or even to the 
annual aflembly at London? Why ſhould you 
be afraid to. think and a& for yourſelves, as 
thoſe that muſt give an account to your all- 
knowing judge? Ow | 
Can it be wiſe and juſt, to treat the Apoſto- 


lic age as the infancy of Chriſtianity, and 
- George Fox's ſyſtem as the perfection of the 


Chriſtian diſpenſation? Though no rites and 


external obſervances, can of themſelves, with- 


out the things they fignify, avail any thing to- 

wards ſalvation, yet are thoſe. to be rejected, 
which were appointed by Chriſt, and obſerved 
by the firſtdiſciples, and by all bodies of Chrif- 


nans in every age ſince till the laſt century, 
ſolely or principally upon the pretended divine 
uſſion f George Fox, the whol 
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© xhoſe charaQer and principles, many of you. 
do not entirely approve? 4 
In ſhort, if you do not conſider tis 
8 wed mech as a political party, united together to 
fupport each others family-connexions and 
worldly intereſts in trade and merchandize—- 
if you do not view your ſocieties only as nurſe- 
ries or good morals, and a particular mode of 
ſpeech, dreſs and manners, which diſtinguiſh 
you fromthe reſt of mankind—or if you do not 
allow your churches to be ſuch generous bodies 
of men, as countenance, or keep in connexion 
with them, enthuſiaſts, deiſts or profeſſors who 
eſpouſe any ſentiments, which the vanity of 
their imaginations, or the extravagancy of their 
fancies, may lead them to maintain—if, I ſay,” 
you do not conſider them merely in either of 
theſe lights, but would have them be real chriſ- 
tian ſocieties, and calculated to ſupport the ſame 
faith, hope and practice, which Jefus and his 
Apoſtles ſupported— HEN take theſe thoughts 
which 1 have propoſed to you, into your moſt 
candid and impartial examination, and may 
God give you wiſdom and reſolmion to act as 
the truth ſhall appear to your minds. They 
are written by one, who refpects you as men, 
as the friends of liberty civil and religious, as 
being upon the whole worthy members of ſo- 
ciety; and by one; that is fo far from wiſhing 
you any evil, that he beartily wiſhes and prays, 
that you may have the comfort and holineſs of 
Cliriftia 15 0 and its - mae in 
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ſome of che Queſtions upon which Mr. Phipps 
and I differ, fairly and briefly conſidered, 
without any particular Relation to ax Quakers, 
I would. recommend to him a Six-penny 
Pamphlet, which has been ſent to me from 
*Scotland, fince the Appendix was in the Preſs: 

" This is the Title of it—An Eflay on the Con- 
tinuance of immediate Revelations of Facts 
and future Events in the Chriſtian Church, by 
Mr. Thomas Gilleſpie—With a Letter on the 
Danger of conſidering the Influences of the 
Spirit as a Rule of Duty; by Mr. James Cuth- 
bert, late Miniſter of Gulroſs And a judicious 
Preface upon the ſame Subjects, by Ea 

| Erſkine, D. D. one of the Miniſters in 
burgh. Printed for W. Gray, tront of the Ex- 
change, Edinburgh, 1771. 


